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6 yearsPr:uzary Sc.‘:ho'ol; 1 year“Higher Primary
' and 5 years MATSUYAMA Commercial School.
' Clerk - later a Civil Servent. @
:Tl?.‘PREAMBLE
,vf has'riot hcs:.tated to answer guestions and appea.rs 'to hav
Has llttﬂe }mowledse of mJ_']_ltary alfalrs and oave the =
'2 CHRONOLOGY
: PN was emnmed by the militery in 1935 and placed on
Shel T,he reserve, Prior to his call up in 1942 he worked
r KATAHARA and’ Co., OSAKA, -dealers in oil, and sabsequently at the
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CHiled up at KOCHI end 2ssigned to SEIBU 34 BUTAI

1000, troops (formed into 3 Coys) of SEIBU 3L BUTAT proceeded
"to SLKAIDE (see Sec 11) es replacements for KUSUNOSE EUTAI
(see Sec L). I~ . '
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Beerded TEIRYU MARU and seiled via SHEMONOSEKI, TAKAO, MAKO.

Is. and MANTLA to RABAUL, " (See Sec 11).

Arrived T anUL

Pl and about 850 men o the SEIZU 3L 2UTAI DDc.rde 3 destroyers
and sailed for BiSA. (Sce Sec 11).
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ATIS  SERIALTOT

PW egréed thot. JAPAN should have estcblished stable GoVurnmenb in Jomh
China. &3 she -éid in ianchukuo, instcad o mressing on wilth the cempaign.

"+ " PW himself had worried in the past about probadble ship ¢

pl,ne short ges md ' believed thot t}ﬂs -ucsticn wes cousing gorcern in
JLPAD The Navy spokésman HIRAIDE, mede a broadcast Dpeech on Jiavy Day
(27 M,y 141) in which he cssurcd hls ll tearers thet the Novy weas ready to
" take on ary opgos: iti on and had 500 plones safely stored ¢ wrv at strat cgic
Spointsi - HIRAIDE reccived ieny letters criticisingtais te 1k cs bombastic,
. (.nd hb-mosacumtb tounted his critics in o brocacast aftcr L,YQ uccesses

PumL ,‘mBOUn

&¢ss that JAPAN couls
O un, Pt did not know
5 years,  About four of his
1"' cw of ms school mmtes had.
cver been touched elthouzh he . .

.:Condltlons in Flvhulm Forces P hazarded =
3 ! Cos mobilize 3,500
©
A

tm actual muber mobilized auring the pos
“relztives werc sbsent on .active servico.

“ been killed or vounded but ho himsell had

hed contrectud melarial

_ He hed hcard thet there worc brothels in
i RAZEUL a2nd belicved they were mun by civilions under the direction of
BRI O_ KOZU (Lend Duty) Units: The women in them were "pleyed out!

P hed rever ncard men being worned eg
=beoing taken priscners {uestioned cs teo why more men did not surrende
.. lying helpless with fever and hunzer P roplind thet while individuel ;

“migt have o desire to surrender, they tiorc deterred by the presence of £
other soldiers. If they dia aulrmmz‘ o:x viere unaccounted for, they would N
be posted es missing., After 2 lapsc of 3 ¢ ars they were o esumed dcad

‘and would be enshrined at YASUKUNI-JINJA. - Py stated that it would be

-strange to return to JA ofter the war, if it L sted more than thrce

yecars, to find himself ‘c‘cad' In vicw of wnshrinedent it might become

necessary for P to do ewey with himsclf end in i is conrmscticn he asked

- .concerning the nurbers cof J._;p Psil ceptwed,” If & very large nusber of

Ps¥ vicre returned to JAPAN therc would leve te be some declaratory

loglslptlon that they were not expected te commit suicide.
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] P stute\l there wes considerzble discussion
“in the vicinity of KU.E régarding the Novy'!s znnouncement that 9 Mavel
““ratings had been enshrined followinj thie loss of 5 midget subnarines ot
Pearl Harbour. People wondcrsd only 9 were enshrincd when it wizs daiown
that each submerine carried o crew of Z men, It wes fimlly amounced thit
“one man was a prisoner of war. . '

Rumcurs There were stories in o JIMEA of officers abeandonin
their men in order toc get back to RABAUL. Iumcur hec-it that they shot
men in order to get places on boets.

3 Q

PY heerd thet JAPAN and the SOVIET wore ot wnr oI, upon being
assured thet they vere nob)rc“:_r ked that tre Ja.panosc Zeneral staflf had
probably sterted the rumour to exause tlc lrck of reinfarcements end

asriel cover in NEw GJIWBA.

KeiPEI (Hilitary Police),
first to desert their posts, even
themselves into hOSTJch_lS on the o
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AS Til (Formoszns). Pi -steied that
:Q ro quosm,d CC of. ’_OL.IH:\ BUTAT to maXke scit provisien
diis men on the g ' t

1
NP | - - . . EN
Zre und that th ey woeres ot combatant

rouyﬂ" refuscd and vies extresecly incensed over tre retl
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