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' PREFACE ¢

| This report is t:asc¢d on the infomation obtainod fram the
interrogation of twunty Korocn “ecomfort £irls" and two Jepanose .
olvilians oapturod around the tentn of «ujust, 1944 in the monping up
operations efter tho fall of Wvitkyina in Burma.

! Thu report snows how tho Japanese rocruited these Korovan
"oomfort girlsY, tho conditions undor whioh thoy lived and worlkcd,

{ tholr rolations with and reaction to the Japanese soldior, and their
understanding of tho militery situation.

& "canfort - inl" is nothing more than o prostituto or
! "professional camp followor" attachod to the Japaneso Army for the
! bonofit of tho soldiocrs. The word "caufort »irl" is poculiar to tho
i Japaneso. Other reports show tho “ocmfort girs" havo bScon found
: vherover it was nucessary for the Japeneso Arry to fight, This
! roport howevor doale only. with tho Korcen "coaufort girls™ reoruited
{ by the Japanose and attadiied to thoir Amy in Surma.  Tho Japanouso

are roported to have shippod samo 703 of thoso sirls to Jum.a in 1942,

RECRUITING,

‘ ) Early in May of 1942 Japenese agents arrived in Koroa for
the purpose of enlisting Koroan girls for Yoomfort sorvice" in nowly
oonquored Japonesv torritories in Southeanst Asda. Thoe paturo of this
"eorvico™ wrs not spooified but it wes-assuwned to So worl: conacctod
with visiting the woundod in hospitals, rolling bandages, nnd
genorelly maliding tho soldiors happy, Tho induowaent usod by thooo
agonts wes plenty of monoy, an op-portunity to pey off tho Lenndily
dobts, oasy vork, end tho prospoct of ¢ now 1ilfc in o now land -
Singaporo. On tho basis of thosu falso roprosontations may cirls :

: onlistod for overseas duty and wer¢ rcwardod with an advancu of g

fovw hundroed yon.

. Tho majority of thu girlo wuro iymorant and unoducxted,

elthou.:h a fow had toun connucted with “oldost profeacion on carth"

‘iOfOT‘O... Tho contract thoy signod bound tre to Amy roomlations and

to worl” for tho "houso master" for & poriod of fram six roaths to a

yoar dopondins on tho foniily dobb for whick thoy wore adv:‘.;:co'g i ¥
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Approximately BOO of those Sirls wure recruiteq in thia
manier cnd they landed with thoir Japanoss "house mastor¥ at Ranoon
around Ausust 20th, 1942, Thoy camo in froups of frog oiht to -
tronty-twvo. From herc they woro distributod to yarious p;_rta of
Burma, usually to fair sized towns noar Japanose Amy oamps,
Evontually four of thess units reaohed the Myitlyina vioimity. The-
moroy Kyoei, Kinsui, Bakushinro, ond Momoya., The Kyooi houso wng
oallod the "Maruyama Clubd", but weas ohanged whon the (irls roschod ™
Y¥yitkyina as Col, Maruyams, oommander of tho garrison at Mritlyina, |
objoctod to the similarity to his noie ,

PERSONALITY
lé The interrogations show tho avorage Koroan ®ocafort #ird®
3 to bo about twenty fivo yoars old, unoducatod, ochildish, whiusical,
ﬂ and solfish, B8ho is not proetty eithor by Japanose or Ceucasian
P standards., B8ho is inolined %o bo ogotistical end likes to tall
A about herself. Her attitude in front of strangors is quiet and
: dequre, but she ®lmows tho wiles of a woman." She olaims to
5}% dislike her "profession® and would rathor not talk sither about it
d . or her femily. Becauso of tho kind treatment she recoived as g
g . ., prisoner from Amorican soldiers at Myitlkyina end Ledo, asho fools
3 - that thoy are mpro omotional than Japencse soldiers., B8he is
g afraid of Ohinese and Indian troops, =~ ~o=-x-w=. TN .
. N
z . LIVING AND FORKING CCDIT IONS! : l
f; l In Myitkyina the girls were usually quartored in a lorgo
. l tro story house (usually a school building) with & soparato rom
é for caoh gzirl., There each girl lived, slept, and transsctoed
g % buainess, In Myitkyina their food wes prepared by and purchasod

from the "house master" as thoy rooeived no rogular ration fren

buy oloth, shoes, oigarettos, and cosmotios to supplemnont tho
may iftd given to them by soldiers who had roceived ¥ooufort
" bags® from home, ’

= the Japanese Army: They lived in noar~luxury in Bumna in
: r ocmparison to other ploncea, This wus ospooially trus of thoir .
é gooond yoear in Burma. Thoy lived woll beocause tholr food and )
, ) material was not heavily rationed and they had plenty of monoy
! with vhich to purchaseo dexired artiocles, Thoy wore able to
~1

. ' R Y'Zhils in Burma they. smused thomsolyon by partiocipating
i .;. in pports events with both officers.and menj snd sttended ‘
pleaios, ontertainments, and sooial dinnora. They hod a phono-
graph) and’in ‘the towns thoy were allowed *o fo shopping.

_ PRIOE. 8TBTEL! ' ‘ -

Tho ocnditiocas under whioch they transaotod businoss
; ¥ero ropulatod by tho Ammy, snd in oonsestod arcas rosulations
) woere atriotly enforoed. The Lrmy found it nooessary in conrostod
w.‘_.(..-‘;}ff/_.,.a;‘oao'tgni_nstall & system of prloos, prioritiovs, and sohedulos .
ST S NG Tvaronr untt s~ opex wbiny 4n o portdoular sndaw, hopmrding i
to intorrogations ‘the everago systam wrs as £ollovs;
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— = ’ 1,60 yen 20 to 30 ninutos
T - P2 340 yon 30 to 40 ninutos
. . O0LLfioors . 5,00 yen S0 to 40 ninutos

N ’ & - ' .

e ' ' "These wore. eyorage prices in Qontral Burma, 0fficers wero cllowod
ST B %o stay overnight for twonty yen, 1n Lylitkyina 001, Narurens .
- o ;elashed the prigesito almost'om—hxli_‘ of tho ayerage prioc,

80HEKDULES
T Tho soldiers often coamplainod about ocongestion ir the
houses, (m many ooocasions they were not sorvod and had to leavo
a8 the army was Yory strict sdbout overstaying leavs, In ordor to
.Poverooms this prodlew the dmyy set apido oortain days for oertain
~umits. Usually two men fran the unit for tho day wero stationod
S «t ths houso to identity soldiers, 4 roving UP was also on hrnd
to koep order, Following is the schedulo usod by tho"Ryooi™houso
for the various units of tho 18th Division ¥hile at Laymyo,

. Sunday ~———__ 18tX Diy, Hdqs, 8tafr
T Monday ~emee Cavalry
: Tussday ——em . Enginoors
Fodnesday —— Day off and weskly physical exanm.
Thursday ————--—_ Yedios
Friday —e—— .. Mountain artillery
Baturday ——— _._ Transport

E * Officers were allowod to come sovon nights a weok, The sirle /
1 oamplaindd that even with the sohedule . congestion was so groet that

they oould not care for all guests, thus cawsing 111 feclinz anon
- : 2y of the soldiers, :

tickots of  cardboard about two inchos square with the prico on
the left side and fhe name of the house on tho othor sido, Each
soldierts identity or renk was then e6tablishod aftcr whioh he
"tool his turn in line®, The girls woro allowod the prerggativo
of refusing a oustomer, This was often donc if the person Were
too drunk, :

PAY AND LIVING COWDIT I0NS
S A LAVING COWDIT IoNS

RN

, Tho "house master" received Lifty to sixty per oont of
tho, =irlst gross earnings depwding on how much of a dobt each
Girl hed inocurred ¥hon sho signed her contract., Thic moant that
in an averago month o 5irl would 4ross about fiftoon hwidrod »on
; " Bho turned ovor seven hundred and fifty to tho "master*, iy

! "masters® made 1ife vory difficult for tho £irls Sy ohergins tham
high prices for food and othor articles.,

—_——

In the lattor part of 1943 tho Army lssucd ordours that
oortain ;irle who had padd thoir dobt could roturn agav.  Sono of
tho wirls wore thuas allowod to.roturc to Roroca.

o - Th_é intorrogations furthor snow that tho heilth of thoso
- Girle was rood, Thoy wero woll supprlied vith :11 types of
5 oontracoptives, end often soldiors vould bring thoir ovm whioh
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had buen suppliod by the army. They weore woll trained in loolkine
efter#both themselvos and custamors in the matter o Ry uino, A‘
re¢ uler Jepaneso Arn¢s doctor visited the housos onoo a wo :l: and
&y 5irl found disoased was glvon troatment, secludod, and even-
tuelly sunt to a hospital. This same procsdure was carried on
within the ranks of the inmy itsolf, but it is intcrosting to
nots¢ that a soldier did not loso pey during the period he was
confined,

BEQQQQE;LJELJLPANESE SOLDIERS;,

In their reclations vith tho Japanose officers and sion
only two names of any consequencu camu out of interro=ations.
Thoy wuro those of Col, Haruyama, cormander of the pgarrison at ,
Myitirine, end Maj.Gon. Mirukemi, who brouzht in reinforcomonts. |
Thu two wero exaot opposites, Thu former was hard, selfish and
repulsive vwith no consideration for his menj} tho latter a roo0d,
lzind man and a fine soldier, with tho utmost consideration for
thdso who worlced under him. Tho Colonul was a constent hayitue §
of tho houses whilec tho General was novor known to havo visited
them. With the fell of Xyitkyina, Col. Maruyama supposedly
desorted while Gon. Mirzukamitocmittod suicido becauso he could

. not evacuates tho men

SOLDIERS! RELCTI@E?

The avurapge Jepaness soldior is embarressed edbout boing
seen in a oomfort house". acoording to one of tho girls vho said,
"whon the placo is packod he is apt to bo ashamed if he has to
wolt in line for his turn®. However there were numerous
instancus of proposals of marriege and in certain cases marriages
actually took placo,

411 the girls esgrecd that the worst officers and men
who camo to see them wore those who were drunk end leavin: Hr the
front the following day. 3ut all likewlso agrecd that evon though
vory drunk the Japanesc soldier nevor discussed military nantters
or secrots with them. Though the girls micht start tho convorsa-
tion about somo military matter the officer or enlisted man would
not talk, bLut would in feot "soold us for disoussing suoch un-lady
1ilo subjeots. Even Col. Maruyama whon drunk would never discuss

such mattors "

Tho soldiers would oftern expross how much thoy enjoyed
rocolving mapazines, lotters and nowspaypours from home. Ther also
montioned the roooipt of "comfort bars" filled with camsod :roods,
magornines, soap, handkerchiefs, toothbrush, miniaturo doll,
lipsticl:, and woodon clozs. Tho lipstick and clojs wore
dosinitely feminine and the ~irls couldn't understand why tho
reoplo at home were sending such articles. They spoculatod thet
tho sonder could only have had themsvlves or tho “native =irls"

1 dnd.,
'P.E'._}\ S_T_I_Clz T_T.O_ .T_:J;‘:__)\:_I_L_I_'I‘_A;R_Y_ ~S_ I_'I:L'_f;_T_ 1_0_ M

It appoors tint ther 'siew vory littlo avout tho ailiter:
situstion eround Myitlorina ovon upr Lo and includin: tho tiae of
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their retroat and capture. Thero is howcvor soire inforustion
viorth notingy

" L i . . .

s In the initiel attacl on Livitlgrine and the &ir strip

eout two hundrued Japancse died in battle, lonvin: aout two
Fundred to dofond tho town., Ammunition was vorw low.

"Col. Karuyamc dispersed his rwm. Durin: the rfollowin:
durs thu onumy wore shootinzy haphazardly wverywhcre., It was a wx;t-;
gince. they didn!'t seum to aim st any particular thing. Tho
Japanoso toldiers on the other hand had orders tu fire one sihot
et 2 time and only wher thoy werc sure of a hit.”

“ofore the cnemy attacked on the wost air strip,
soldiors stationwd around Myitkyina weru dispatched olsuwhore
to stua tho Allied attack in the lorth and Wost. About fowr
hwdrod mern were loft bohind, larzely Uran the 11dth Re ilacnt,
Evidontly Col. Maruyama did not expout the town to hu atiachod,
Lator Yaj. Coen. Mizulmmi of the $6th Division brousht in
reinforcomsnts of moru then two ruqiments but thuso wore uvnatlu
to hold the town. ;

t was the conconsus among the -irls that Allicd
baihrings wero intonsv and frigntenine and bocruse of thaa thoyv
spont most of their lest days in foxholus. One or two evon
cerriod on work theru. The camfort houses were bonwod and
several of the girls wore woundod and killed,

RETREAT A2D CAPTURE,

The story of the retroat and final cepturc of tho
"camfort [irls™ is scmowhat vapuo and confused in thelr own
minds . From variouc ruports it appoars that the following
oocurrods -on tho night of July 3lst e purty of sixty threo
inoludins thu "camfort :irls® of threc houces (Ralu-
wes morged with Kinsui), familius, end holpers, started
tho Irrawaddy River in small boats. They ovuntually
lendod samewhiere noer Woaingmer, Theoy stayed theru until
supust 4th, but novoer eptered Wailnmuaw. Fram theru they
followed in thepath of a group of soldiers until Aujust Tth
vyon thoro weo o skirmish with tho cnomy and tho porty split
up.  The pirls woro ordored to follow tho soldiorc aftur a
- throo hour intorvnl. Thoy did thib-onl/ to find thorselves on
S s tho banls of a river with no simm of tho coldiors or any 1-cans
of crosoin:., Thuy roncined in ¢ noarby lhousw wntil Au-ust 10t:
whaorr thoy woro ceptured by Kudtin sol-liors lod by bn lish
They wero talien to Lyit!zsina and thon to thw Lodo

peoplo
shinro
ocross

o Tlaur.
ctoclado vhore thu interre,mtions whiiol fore the tisis of thic
- roport tool: place.

FROFAGALIDL

Tie pirle ds.ow practic ll s ofiva. | o ay ey s b
loeyluns tins bt buen used o ainst tite Japvawnae. T b Sen
o Tew lowflobts bxodhe o hnds ol tiol soldiovrs vmib Dont o Hhan
oy vnetede to nndoradts d L as Rl weve in Jepacienn Lo

liseuss 0 s wiith the cirlec. Ol ird

el iern indised Lo
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remembercd o loaflot ebout Col. Meruyema (epparertly it wras
Myitlyioa Troop dpperl), but she did not believo it. Othors hecrd
the aoldiors disou.ul_ng lacflets from timo to Fime but no tengivle
ranerks resulted from their eevesdropping. Howover it ix interost.
ing to notu that oae officer qa:px'euod thy view thet *Jepan can't win

this war, (.
. sl ” ;
‘ Halﬂoftb&hg&iﬁ {WWWIM@e
' used at Uyitkyina, bk 2 overi;war % > soldiors Wemtiod pn

"radio broadoasy®. ..

. o Thay saked ‘E;}"{t Yoarlots: t«sni% of tho oapture of tho
PELL D ® Qomfort gir}s® ghowld hot be used for it would endonzor tho lives
‘of other girls if theArmy ¥new of ¥heir ocapbure, ITYner did think
it would be a good 146" %o utiline ﬁhé fook of their ecpturo in cny
droppings plonnsd for Iafea,
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Followin:, cru thu ntmes of the freaty Horein "canlord
\¢ two Japenosc civilirns interronoted to ohtnin the

cirls" md
information used in this report. Thu Korus o8 ~re
phoncticizued.
NodE o ale LDIRLSS
21 1.ishonando, Shinshu
28 i Sracenano, Tunnd
26 R Shisnahwu ‘
21 Koishonoludo, T-ilgmu
27 Koishon-ndo, Shinenu
25 cishohkudo, ©-im
19 " ) |
25 Koishonrndo, 7871
21 " Twaho'au
22 " - Teilom
26 M Shiishu
27 n N
21 n veista R,
Vovaaci: our-”
21 " 1o, Sclidholu
: s o, ¥au Turd
31 Asican-ndo, iwijo
I "

15. - ,
16. - .20
17. ek 20 Koikido, Ieijo
18, - 21 ” n

19, ey 20 Koishohokudo, Tnikm
20. VRN 21 " Zonranrnde, Xoshu

Jopancac Civilians

1. SN 58
2. RN 41

Kedkido, Keijo
I fi




