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S. T. A. T. I. C.
SOUTE - EAST &STA TRAFSLATION AND INTERROGATIQy#¢ﬁﬁ ]
FSYCHOLQGICAL.WARFARE BULLETIN No,'lis'

"The 1nformat10n contained in this Bulletin is obtalned by 1n
of Japanese PH's, which is based on questionnaires prepared b
hnalysis .Section, OWI, Washington.  The number denoting, the’ S
is -the .Pif.rofsrence number allottod at SEATIC. A record of_t e orlg—-
“inal material on which the Rulletin is based is kept for’ referepoo, and'

any 1nqu1r168 should statd the number and paragraph, and be. addrsssod

to the Supnrlntondont

S.E.ALT.T.

C., Roar HQ, S.E.A.C.

Although overy cffort is made to ensure accuracy, tho 1nformat10n in.
treated vith reserve until confirmed from

this Bulletin should be
other sources.
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BULLETIN NO 116

ITEM 1567.;(C0ntd)

‘.:(a).Pepsonal Hlstori ££%¢
';WD 342 a Japanese Seroeant 1s 29 years old. ﬂ,_
home is near .KYOTQwhere he’ was employed as-a-silk:-

technieian., .He.is married and- has . one small dauOhter.

He graduated from Middle S¢hool: and.hao_three years ... .
 6f training in a silk technical” school . “He was In T

5 158 /RegtyG3.DIvy.on. +8¢ Nordth:Burma-front; this divi-::

b owosionyithe (E87Divyshed: suffered-a;series of. orushlnc"’f

"#udefeats.. He was captured on . 8 August 1944 SR

ek el pow SLD e a~ﬁ* o

(b )E:Dntaliu of Capture

A e e

When hlS unlt was ordered to withdraw from SAHhAu,fh
South of MOGAUNG on the MANDALAY- MYTTKYINA Réffﬁay,
WD-342 was in a weakened conditlon from: inadegualte: _
diet, malaria, and swollen feet. He, ﬂherefore,'was T
-~ ablé 6 walk only abouti8:kllometers” ~with his unity
s and, onfAdgust 8hwas’ ‘straggling behind the. . retreaplng
7 Japanésé’troopsvwhen, helfellsover. exhausted on the
~wayside;-and went: to: steeps wHe was- ‘captured while
o1 gleeping: ‘near NAMPADAUNG, South East of.  SAHMAW., -He: .
"ﬁwas unarmed except for hls hand Orenadefmhieh_wgs ”wet”

~~~~~~~~~~

{(cj'InteerUator s FvaluaTlon

DRV RS . P A Ay

'?PW 1 s avera €. 1n intelllgence and very oooperauwve.‘;AQ

2. CONTACT WITH PROPAGAFDA }hD RmACTIONQ THERETO -

(a) J@panege Ne\s and Propaganda<«jfr

2~PW 5" company had free movaes tw1ce a month Tnese _
films related to:battles elsemhere or were educatlonal
afllms suoh as ‘how to 1mprove rlce Crops

i About 150 olVllians yere on the -same: boat w1th P be-
.. tween Japan -and SATGON. . The se- werne; .all, Japanese and..
_were civilian-personnel engaged in propacanda vorks
“Their.average age was "around 32 years';-and: the Group
included newspaper meny. colleée oraduateo, Leachers,.
etc. ‘While on. board ship-they praotlsed and spoke
Malay, Annamite and Burmese, WD- 242 thouoht udat they
received about 200 monthly plus board and room, About
.50.0f them-remained in- French -Indo-China -and ‘the others
. he-believes. proceeded t0 :SINGAPORE,. SUMATRA, ete.
-~ While in SAIGQON and vicinity (10 Webruary to 29. March),
.. his unlt “ecewved a Jepanese:-. Army newspaper,.fKachi
“Dekil, cut. every. "threedays. It was ‘of rregular slze
and uhe char@cpers were in. tyDe, perhaps prlnued by . a
gelatin process in Inde-China or Siams - It included

homo news chiefly, as well as some wWar Nnews.

(Contdoe
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ITEM 1567. (COntd>
on guard duty in Manchurla.

(h) Attitude Toward Capture

'*Lifelong indoctrination’ prevented PW from serlously L
éntértaining the thought of ‘surrender, - The belief that:
1-Japan never lost a war: appears greatly o have contrl—
~buted..to the PW's high morale. By the time he Was cap-
tured, ‘however, the.defeats suffered by his division,
the constant sight of friends being blown to bits and
hig own weakened malarious condition, caused him to be-
. come confused. ‘It dld not cause him to wish to sur-
‘rénder, howevers,: PYW hopes to go back to Japan end see

hig wife and small child, His wife 1s far too. obedient
totthink of ostracizing him, although many of "his
e friends would have nothing to do.with him, as & former
- PYl. He was in North Chlh“ Auring the NOMONHAN incident
between Russia and Japan. ['is uriit was mobilized bdbut
was not sent to the fightir.: before the armistice, He

believes that several Japan::.s were captured and after
the armistice they were returned to - -theilr respective
nits in Manchuria. Once they returned to Japan they
ere treated as heroes; there was no record that they
ad’ been prisoners and the Army itself helped hide
this” fact. '

A, EXPERIENCES WHICH AFFECTAD MORALE

(d) Health and Medical Service

o)

Medical supplies had been exhausted some time before
PW!s capture. In one retreat fartvher North, thirty
men were left behind with wounds, malaria, athlete's
foot, etc, eand asked to commit ¢uicide. The wounded
and sick were evacuated frofn SAHMAY. One man”who re-
N . turnec¢ to SAHMAY from the. h0s01tal at HOPIN. said that
"~ the hospital was so full that two men were assigned to
each bed. Medical orderliés and doctors were very rew,
food was scarce and sanitary conditions extremely bad.

(b) -Food Supplies and Eguipment

,Trocps in North Chlha weré well supolled wﬁth swee ts.
and cilgarettes, Amnnlneu viere: not readily availeble

in Burna, howviever ..

Ever since the first battalion went up to the hills
South West of MOGAUNG and North West of SAHIAW, the
food situwation haG ween vad for lack of proper uvrans-
port. Even matches. v“re very short, although thls was
mitigated by the almosi complete lack of cigaretties,
cheroots, ewc. Dogs were snatched from KACHIN villages
and eaton, By the time they left the hills, they were

CERE s0- weal -..a% “hey hardly had strength to bury their
- dead., ¥ n they retrsated to SAHMAW, they continued
a diet of Acgs varied by the aleurhuer of five or six
horses. 2 szid thHat as they gravw 1wnor1er and hungrier
(Contd.
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they'thought env1ously of the-enemy . soldler

-aﬁajiﬁelr;,
food and" supplles.4 B

]ammunltlon ang, weapons viere soarce. Enemy bombing dld
not- cause as many Japane¢e casualtles as’ strafln but'i
it had a greater psych01001cal efleot. - '

-f(c)’Amenltles':'ﬁ

Nearly all camps alon(7 the rallway line had comfort
~stations.ordinarily staffed .by Koreans and. ‘Chingse,

‘In' Mandalay, it was also posslble to buy beer,"Sake'
Tc1oarettes, and other luxurles. S

R (a) Army Life

Soldiers from the large 01tles did hot get- alonc w%th
soldisrs from KYUSHU. (It should.be noted that PWs «
from 18 Div came chiefly from KYUSHU and spoke oispar~
agingly of the men from OSAKA and other cities,. who.
fought in 53 Div). There were many 'ETAS' in:the’ Army
who are rather looked down upon by the ordlnar/ Japan-
ese. ‘The 'ETA' appears to be chiefly a Japanese-Korean
mixture, The 'OKINAWA'! werc also looked down updn but.
were rated more highly than were the 'ETAS!'. - : »

The chief complaints of the troops in PW's regiment
were. about lack of food and supplies, and  they hatead
the monsoon, for it rained every day in the hills -and
R the pup tents started to leak so that they had to put
N banana leaves over them to keep out the water. "You
should have seen us then - we were wet and shivering.
Under such conditions I thought we were in a 1051n0
battle" (MAKZ ZUKUSA)

> PART ITL

The aim of this continuing survey is to gather and present
e - statistical form, information on morale, attitudes,. . states
of mind and. the conditions affectlnv tneue from all Japanese
PWs who paﬁf throuoh Delhi., ' : :

This report covers interrogations of the second- fifty PWs
made available to the full time interrogator supplied by
SEATIC and supervised by OWI. It 1s impossible at this stage
to Jjudge. hether these men are typical of the Japanese Army
in Burma, hence the resulte must be treated with reserve.

The 1nterr0fator had a mimeographed guestionnaire with
space to .check the various factss He was instructed to en-
gage the PWs in conversation, make the checks and comments as
information came out naturally, or else wait until the inter-
view to record the facts, in order to encourage free and frank
testimony. Completed questionnaires are the subject oi care-
ful discussion and check betws:n Lhe interrogator ‘and. members
of the OWI staff. _

(Contdo
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