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At the-time, THATLAND had ample supplies of cheap leather goods. With
the Japanese entry, -in.the course of a year .stocks were almost exhaust-
td and the prices were ridiculously high. —The: Thais stopped. selling
leather goods to:the.Japanese except in exchange for "some necessities.
As in BURMA, many among the middle and lower classes began to have a’
hard time, and as a result many of the Thai married women started be-

- ing prostitutes,: Whenever the Japanese speak about -THAILAND, they never
fail to mention Thai girls and the case of leather goods, There is a

rumor to the effect that a Thai spy was arrested somewhere near the
Isthmus of KRA spying on military installations, ‘end he disclosed that
HAILAND would declare war ageinst JAPAN in 1945, ‘The only support
that the Japanese were getting from the Thais was through flattery or
force,

Relations Between the People of MALAYA and the Japanese

The Japancse could have received. strong financial and. lebour support
from the Chinese residents of SINGAPORE if they had treated them care-
fully and won their favour. But tha Japanese have made a mess of re-
lations with the Malayan Chinese, The Japanese made the irrevoceble
mistake of treating the Chinese in EALAYA the same way ther treated
the people of CHINA, Most of the rich and prominent Chirsse are Malay-
born and have had good Western educations. lost of them are not as
patriotic for CHINA as are the China~born, nor are they so strongly -
anti~Japanese, Soon after the occupation by the Japanese, all of the
Chinese were concentrated (except for the women and children), I have
heard that some of them were confined vithout food for two or three
deys. The concentration of Chinese was carried out to pick out the
undesirable characters (communists and anti-Japanese), but the con-
centrations were so large that it was not always possible %o do this
properly. In some areas the officials were Lenient and kind and re-
leased most of the Chinese, but some of the Japanese officials car-
ried out their duties in disorderly.and irresponsible ways, -Some of
the Chinese were classified as "'undesirable" simply because they had
pad features, Tt was said that some of the Japanese officials mark-
ed the concentragted Chinese either "0! or XM, the "X's" being con-

sidered undesirable, In this viay hundreds were tolen away as unde-

sirable and have never returned. Rumour says that all of these
"Undesirables" have been killed. I am certain that there were many
innocent people among these Chinese,

The Japanese had wrong ideas about the Chinese in the beginning arid
they thought they could do as they pleased with the Chinese. They
confizcated the properties of the Chinese, raped their girls, and
frequently slapped or beat the Chinese for nothing., The Chinese had

a very bad time, especially when they were avay from their homes dur—
ing concentration; this cave the Indian and Malayan looters a chance

to devastate the homes of the Chinese. The nicest furniture and cars
were confiscated without orders by zome of the young Japanesc officers
and soldiers., By terrorising the Chinesc:, the Japanese decpened the
animosity of the Chinese toward them and turned many of th-: who pre-
viously did not have anti~Japanese fcelings into haters of *iv: Jepan-—
ese. The Japanese thought they had been successful in makirng the Chin-
ese tinid, not recalising that they have merely increased the animosity
which the Chinesc feel toward them. Although the Chinese may cooperate
with the Japanesc out of fear or economic necessity they would never
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do so willingly, Even now there is absolutely no security for the
Chinese, ¥hen the doorbell rings after dark, they have to fear Japan-
ese MPs or drunken soldiers, I have seen with my own eyes Japanese
. young offiicers ahdfs8ldieféﬁfaidingﬁChiﬁeSe’homes7where'thgy thought J
7 tHey rtould get-§®me;youngf0hinese girls, ' :

L In-KUALA LUMPUR, .d4-Chinese friend of nmine -received a 24 hour hotice

“-from thie-Military to remove from his house, and after he moved the
w “ house was:turned into a restaurant :for officers, Many -Chinese say
'~'that?théyﬂbould~be:conbcnt:if!their'housgs were used from some useful
-+ purpose but:regret very much whén their houses are turned into’"

‘i restaurants-or' comfort houses,. : o Co

oy L

~:..0nce I.came-across a young Chinese dancer in SINGAPORE who could speak
o Englishifluently, She told me how .she took up dancing after her for-
merly wealthy father had been taken away by the Japanese authorities
as undesirable, and never came bacl, Her father's property was con-
fiscated,pymyhg_q§pgngsg;gnd her mother died of -a_nervaqus breakdown,
There are many such tragic stories concerning the Japanese which made
© even me hate thém, B : -

Relatiqns‘of.the.lndians in MALAYA with the Japanese

It seemed that the Indians had very little trouble with the Japanese
~in the beginning.. With good propagandé the Japanese worked carefully
a program for organising the Indian Independence League and the INA

* “under the leadership of Chandra Bosc. Indian Pis Were released on
~parole-and handed over to the INA, "The Japanese propaganda worked
.out well and proved to be a success, -The ‘simple-minded Indians were
~flattered. They devoted much of their interésts and energy to the

ITL. Déspite‘this,.however, there were frequent disputes among the
i Indians'andlallegations*regardirg'laok of support on the part of the

- Indians.. ~It is interesting to quote Bose'ls address-to the Indian mass

- meeting. at SINGAPORE when he said that he regretted to find that there
were’still many Indians who believed that tiie British and Americans

would .come back and dominate the occupied territories,

¥hen the League and .INA wére organised many Indian cooliss joined the
- INA and the League with a certain amount of patridtic feéling, but
mainly because of-assurance of 2 sure living, This deprived the
Japanese of Indian labour and was a blow to reconstruction worlc,  Tne
first real support and cooperation thc Japanese got from the Tndians
was in the IMPHAL and KOHIMA .operations. This great defeat “together
with knowledge of the fact that many of the INA went over to the Bri-
tish must have affected the morale of the Indians very much.

Relations of the Malays with the Japanese.

The Malayans ere lazy and alweys on' the lookout for easy work, Most-

1y they had favorable feelings towvard the Japanese, fetually they had

little power, though, and the Japanese could rot expect much help from
" them. o ' S o A
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